VLR IS LOUSIRERTEU 1reianag §
most connected and networked
university. with more lrish
LinkedIn members educated at
UCD than any other university.
Whet's new: The Sutherland
School of Law, the UCD
O’'Brien Centre for Science and
the new student centre. New
student residences will be avail-
able from January 2015,

DBon't miss: Guidance counsel-
lor and Irish Times columnist
Brian Mooney’s open-day talks,
Helping Your Son or Daughter
Make a Course Choice, at 1lam
and12.30pm in the William Jef-
ferson Clinton Auditorium,
There are also campus tours,
led by UCD student ambassa-
dors, throughout the day. The
exhibition area in O'Reilly Hall
will host more than 70 school
and programme stands.

For more information, see
ucd.le/myucd/openday, emalt
Kathy. L.Murphy@ucdle or
phone 01-7161507

DCU

When:  November 14th
{10am-3pm), November 15th
(10am-2pm)

Life on campus: DCU has
about 12,000 students at itsred-

mucn-needea  gap n the
well-paid ICT industry. The
DCU sports campus, with
Gaelic games, soccer, v
and cricket facilities, has bees:
redeveloped and improved,

For more information, see
dou.le/openday, a dedlicated
hub for prospective students

TCD

When: December
9am-3.30pm

Life on campus: Trinity has an
excellent international reputa-
tion for teaching and research,
with more than 120 academic
courses, including arts, social
science, business, science, engi-
neering, dentistry and medi-
cine. Trinity is situated at the
heart of Dublin city centre, mak-
ing it easily accessible and giv-
ing students a great choice of
eating, drinking, shopping and
cultural attractions. But what if
youdon't want toleave the cam-
pus? There are more than 50
sports clubs and 100 student so-
cietiesto choose fromonabeau-
tiful campus that cozes history
and charm.

Strengths: Consistently ranked
as Ireland’s leading university
across all international meas-

6th,

66

In its Uanecn
maodule, DCU gives
credits to students
for involvement in
extracurricular
activities

ures, Trinity’s place has slipped
somewhat in yecent years. By a
very clear mile, Trinity has the
best college library in Ireland,
although most of the books are
held off-campus, so you may
have to wait a few hours for
them to arrive.

What's new: In recent years,
Trinity has trialled new col-
lege-entry routes and opened
up the Lir National Academy of
Dramatic Art. Although the old-
est university in Ireland is rela-
tively well established in its tra-
ditions, much of the innovation
at Trinity is in the form of new
research centres,

Don’t miss: There are more

. than 100 presentations and ac-

tivities at the open day, includ-
ing wini-lectures about the
courses, campus tours, research
demonstrations and clinical
skills sessions, presentations
about cluband society life, infor-
mation on accommodation, and
a session for mature students
and students with disabilities,

For further detaits, see tcd.je/
admissions/undergraduate or
contact the school's liaison of -
ficer at schoots lialson@ted.le

Mavnooth

When: November 28th
(Qam-4pm) and November
29th (l0am-3pm)

Life on campus: Formerly
kpown as NUI Maynooth, the
name change reflects the uni-
versity's ambition to make a
name for itself internationally.
Smali and friendly, the campus
of 9,000 students and 800 staff
is a visual treat: old, beautiful
and compact. Maynooth Uni-
versity is situated in lreland’s
only university town, and stu-
dents here create a buzz in the
surrounding area. The new
brary is very popular, boasting
avariety of study, hangout and
enting areas.

Strengths: Maynooth has a par-
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There are more than 40 public-
ly funded and fee-paying colleg-
esinlreland, and thisnumberis
growing.

As well as the seven universi-
ties, there are over adozen insti-
tutesoftechnology, fiveteacher
fraining colleges, a dedicated
medical college, an art college
andseveral otherinstitutions in-
cluding the National College of
Ireland and the Shannon Col-
lege ofHotel Management.

All host open days. There's a
comprehensive list of these on
page 4, with many of them host~
ing subject-specific open days
or evenings between now and
next May,

There are also open days run
by the various colleges of fur-
ther education around Ireland,
which  offer  alrernative
. third-levei entry routes as well
as valuable career-focused quat-
ifications,

There’s a guide to opent day
dates on the excellent-student
resource qualifax.ic (under the
i heading of "Career Events” in

ticularly strong reputation for
teacher education, being the
only university to offer teacher
traiping from preschool right
through 1o adult and communi-
ty education. The college is also
strong in astrophysics, science,
maths, humanities and music.
What's new: Quite a lot, A fun-
damental transformation in the
Maynooth curriculum, begin-
ning in September 2015, will
eventually mean more course
options, flexibility and degree
combinations for every stu-
dent. Students will have oppor-
tunities for interesting electives
and other creative academic
and co-curricular optionsinsub~
sequent years, which are de-
signed to make them stand out
to future employers,

Visitors to the open day will
see the final stages of construc-
tion on the new information
and communications technolo-
gy building on the north cam-
pus, which will include teaching
spaces and serve as a hub for
variousresearch centresandin-
stitutes.

Don't miss: Degree talks and
departmentstands on the north
campus, and tours incorporat-
ing labs, sports facilities, the
new library, residences, and the
beautiful and historic south
campus. Partner bus compa-

the student section ~ download-
able as a pdffile) and on carcer-
portal.ie.

Here's a taste of others to
look out for:

National College of Artand
Design

The place to study fine art, de-
sign and visual culture in Ire-
land, based en Thomas Street
inDublin~andarguably.it'sthe
art students who have made
such an impact on the young
and ereative area that is Dublin
8. Undergraduates start with a
common entry first year before
20ing on 1o specialise. Fine art
degree courses include paint-
ing, sculpture, fine print and
media. Design options include
jewellery, metalwork, fashion,
ceramics and glass, textiles, vis-
ual communication and prod-
uct design, There are events
open to the public and a series
of portfolio brief information
sessions  throughout this
month, and an open day on No-
vember 26th.

Institute of Art, Design and
Technology Dun Laoghaire
(ADT)

The college has carved out an
excellent reputation for anima-

.

nies will run special services on
Saturday’s open day for a re-
duced fare.

For more information, see
maynogthuniversity,  face-
book.com/gomaynooth  or
@gomaynooth.

When: The main undergradu-
ate open day takes place on
April 25th, 2015, Campus tours
are available all year round. In-
formation evenings will also be
held throughout the country,
For more information on dates
and times, see nuigalway.ie/
opendays.

Lifeoncampus: Galwayisa spe-
cial place to go to college, large-
ly due to the energy unleashed
by 17,000 students. The city is
creative, intimate, exciting, and
has great clubs and pubs. The
cost of living is also relatively
low rompared to other cities.
The campusitself, on the banks
of the River Corrib, is very im-
pressive, On the downside, it
rains quite a lot in Galway, and
the nightlife can be a bit repeti-
tiveif you're not a drinker,
Strengths: The college scores
highly in terms of research and
teaching, as well as internation-

alisation and innovation. Bio
medical science, human rights,
marine science, and drama,
film and theatre studies are
among the university’s fields of
special expertise. The BA Con-
nect includes mainstream hu-
manities subjects, such as lan-
guages, philosophy and Eng-
lish, alongside interesting choic-
es, such as journalism, chil-
dren’s studies, creative writing
and performing-arts studies.
What's new: There’s a lot hap-
pening on the Galway campus,
with much of it focused on aca-
demia and research. The new
Hardiman Research Building
brings together a number of ex-
isting research centres in the hu-
manities and social sciences,
whilework on the Translational
Research Facility, a patient-cen-
tred clinical space with
high-technology science re-
search, isongoing.

Don't miss: Information ses-
sions on the the range of NUIG
scholarships, including the crea-
tive arts performance points
scholarships, which are unique
to the university. There’s also a
parents’ programme during
open days for parents to find
out more.

For more information, see
nuigatway.ie/opendays

UL

When: Saturday, January 1010,
2015

Life oncampus: UL was founid-
ed in 1972 and now has abow
12.000 students, Last month,
UL was announced as the Sun-
duy Times University of the
Year for 2015, with the judges
cifing strong research commer-
cialisation, dedicationto the stu-
dent experience and a rising ac
ademic performance. The sur-
rounding housing estates are
full of students and there’s o
great social scene both on and
off the beaurifui campus, which
boasts some pretty impressive
buildings. But be warned: the
universityisn'tin the city, so get-
ting to and from Limerick can
beabitofatrek,
Strengths: 1t's always been par-
ticularly strong on business,
and the suite of programmes i
getting better and better. Sci-
ence is another strength for the
university, while the addition of
the Irish World Academyof Mu-
sic and Dance and some fine art
collections has seen increased
demand for UL's arts courses,
With95 percentof UL'sclass of
2013 in employment or further
study, the university has the
highest graduate employment
rate in the country. If you're

tion, film and television praduc-
tion, design, model-making and
visual communication, and also
offers humanities options in-
cluding psychology and Eng-
lish, media and cultural studies.
The new National! Film School
opened on the campus last year.
There’sacreativeand enterpris-
ing feel that permeates the en-
tire college, lis open day is on
November 2151,

Royal College of Surgeons
Ireland

Right in the heart of Dublip city
centre, RCSI's courses are held
in high regard internationally,
and the student hody is one of
the most diverse and cosmopoli-
taninlreland, The open day for
school leavers is on January
6th, 2015, 10am-4.30pm, RCS1
willalso run open days for grad-
uate entry and mature students
this month. Capacity is limited
so registration is essential, For
queries, email events@resi.ie

StPatrick's Drumecondra

The largest of Ireland’s teacher
training colleges hasa great rep-
utation. Based in Drumcondra
in north Dublin, there's great
craic to be had in surrounding

® Cliona O0'Brien, from St
Aloysius, arwd Dara O'Keeffe,
from Mount Mercy, in Cork, at
the Royal College of
Surgeons' open day last year,
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pubs. The college punches well
above its weight in sport, with
strong teams in Gaelic football,
hurling and soccer. As with all
primaryteacher training colley-
es, there's a big gender gap,
with girls easily outnumbering
boys.

In the coming years, teacher
training is set to be radically re-
structured, with St Patrick’s,
the Charch of Ireland College of




